Dear Parents,

February is always a stressful time for many students as they prepare for
examinations and tests. It is important to create a supportive environment at
home where students feel relaxed and are conducive to studying without the
distraction of modern technology such as smartphones. Parents should
regularly check on their children to be informed and to show interest in their well-
being.

Year 7 has been studying the book Charlotte's Web for literature. Students
have been encouraged to analyze the relationships between language, text,
contexts, and individual points of view and response. Thus far, | have been
pleasantly surprised by their knowledge of the story, their willingness to offer
opinions, ideas, and make connections to their own life experiences. For
assessment and as part of the technology requirement of the curriculum,
students will create a short film based on the novel. Once that is completed, we
will move on to the last project of the year...Rashomon by Akutagawa.

For Year 8, students have been learning about the connections between
Music and Math. To test their understanding, students had to create a panpipe
and play a musical piece. Students had a wonderful time experimenting with
length, how to blow to create sounds, documenting their actions, and other
problem-solving skills. The final assessment was a class challenge where
students had to make musical instruments from vegetables... that right, a
vegetable orchestra. Again, this was not only enjoyable but very practical and
hands-on. Next will be arts and science and how they are related.

For the last few weeks, Year 9 students have been working hard on their
graduation thesis. The topic is on Sustainable Development Goals or SDGs. It
is an accumulation of all the things we have been studying since Year 7- social
issues, environmental problems, technology, literature, etc. Through
discussions, researching, analyzing, reflecting and drafting, | am happy to report
that all students are on track to complete this vital task. The next step after this is
to create a short version and to prepare for their graduation presentation.
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