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Dear Parents,
In this month's newsletter, | want to highlight the benefits of reading, especially
Extensive Reading. But first, | want to congratulate everyone who participated in
this year's TOEFL Junior test. The results were amazing. We had 14 students
that reached the Gold, Silver or Bronze standards, with a top score of 895!
Extensive Reading is reading as many easy books as possible for fun,
compared to intensive reading which is slow, careful reading of a short text.
According to a recent research by Professor Catherine Snow from Harvard
University Education, students need to encounter a word or phrase in different
contexts between 15 and 20 times to have a high chance of learning it. In other
words, the more language students read, the better readers they become.
Other benefits include:

¢ Students learn more vocabulary
This is probably the most important, especially for students learning a second
language like your children. Extensive Reading help to extend and sustain
students' vocabulary growth. In a normal class, it is highly unlikely students will
encounter vocabulary due to insufficient time to learn it. At home and part of the
GA program, they are likely to get multiple encounters with words and phrases
in a variety of contexts.

e Students improve writing
We all know how reading is connected to writing. The more reading students
do, the more language acquisition mechanism they will produce in their writing.

e Students improve overall language competence
In addition to gains in reading and writing proficiency, research demonstrates
that students who read extensively also make gains in overall language
competence, such as in listening and speaking abilities.
As you can see, students that read extensively can gain vital skills in reading,
writing, oral and vocabulary growth. In turn, they are motivated, have high self-
esteem and are independent learners.
Regards,

Calvin Lay
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