Dear Parents,

Looking back on this year, 'm proud to note how far we have come on the
Global Awareness Program. Three years ago, Seiko Gakuen Junior High took
the bold decision on creating a brand new curriculum that put students at the
heart of learning. The aims were to develop a program that prepares students
better for the ever-changing global environment that focused on technology,
self-learning, critical thinking, and to foster an inquisitive mind. This year marked
the full implementation of GA, across all year levels.

One of the main reasons for the smooth transition is our current Year 9
students. As the first group to experience and graduate from the program, they
have been incredibly resilient, understanding, open-minded, and hardworking.
During their graduation thesis presentation, | was filled with pride as they
demonstrated their growth and maturity; topics covered were climate change,
water problems, LGBT, agriculture, health, poverty, and education. These are
not the standard subjects that you expect young Japanese teenagers to

engage in.

As their English teacher for the last five years, | am saddened to see them leave
but take great comfort in knowing that ALL OF THEM wiill contribute positively to
society in their own unique way, and even one or two will change the

world. Good luck in high school, and congratulations Graduating Class of
2019!

Miss you all,

Calvin Lay
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